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Message Text 


1 . 1 MET WITH DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER ABD AL-RAHMAN 
AL-MANSOURI ON FEBRUARY 19. MEETING ALSO ATTENDED BY 
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DCM AND POL COUN. I MENTIONED THAT I HAD REQUESTED 
APPOINTMENT WITH CROWN PRINCE FAHD FOR FEBRUARY 20 TO 
DISCUSS HORN OF AFRICA. MANSOURI SAID THAT BRITISH 
AMBASSADOR HAD MADE DEMARCHE ON FEBRUARY 16 REQUESTING 
SAG ASSISTANCE IN GETTING SIAD BARRE TO ISSUE STATEMENT 
EXPRESSING WILLINGNESS TO WITHDRAW FROM OGADEN IN 
EXCHANGE FOR SECURITY COUNCIL CONSIDERATION OF OGADEN 
ISSUE. I SAID MY APPROACH TO CROWN PRINCE WOULD BE IN 
SAME VEIN BUT THAT I HAD COUPLE OF OTHER POINTS TO 
CONVEY AS RESULT OF DAVID AARON TRIP TO ADDIS ABABA. 

2. MANSOURI SAID THAT FIVE-POWER PROPOSAL LACKED 
FACE-SAVING DEVICE FOR SIAD BARRE. IT WOULD LOOK 

AS THOUGH SOMALIA HAD LOST WAR. AND HE WONDERED IF 

SIAD BARRE COULD SURVIVE IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. SAUDI 
ABABIA HATED TO SEE ALL ITS EFFORTS IN GETTING THE SOV- 
IETS EXPELLED FROM SOMALIA GO DOWN THE DRAIN. I SAID 
THAT, IF OUR INFORMATION IS CORRECT, THME IS RUNNING 
OUT MILITARILY FOR SOMALIS AND THAT PROBLEM NOW WAS HOW 
TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR THE PARTIES TO GO TO NEGOTIA- 
TING TABLE AS GRACEFULLY AS POSSIBLE. BEST SOLUTION WAS 
FOR SOMALIS TO AGREE TO WITHDRAW AND PUT QUESTION IN 
SECURITY COUNCIL. 

3. MANSOURI SAID PROPOSAL WOULD BE MORE PALATABLE IF 
SECRET 
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PROVISION WERE MADE FOR TRANSITION PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
TO ONE YEAR DURING WHICH SETTLEMENT WOULD BE IMPLEMENTED 
IN STAGES. FIRST STAGE WOULD BE CEASFIRE, SECOND STATE 
WOULD BE SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE. THIRD STATE COULD BE 
STATIONING OF UN FORCES IN OGADEN TO REPLACE SOMALI 
TROOPS. FOURTH STATE WOULD BE IMPLEMENTATION OF SOME 
FORM OF AUTONOMY OR SELF-DETERMINATION. 

4. 1 TOLD MANSOURI THAT I THOUGHT HIS VIEWS WERE VERY 
INTERESTING AND THAT I WOULD PASS THEM ALONG. I ALSO 
REITERATED THAT THIS WAS RUNNING OUT AND THAT WE HAD 
TO ACT FAST. 

WEST 
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